
An Environmentally Friendly
Program to Protect Virginia’s 

Water Resources

Lawn care companies that participate in 
the water quality agreement program are
listed on the DCR website at 
wwwwww..ddccrr..vviirrggiinniiaa..ggoovv//ssww//nnuuttmmggtt.. This 
list is shared with the general public.
Companies are given a framed certificate
for public display. They can also promote
their involvement in the program with
clients, showing the client and the commu-
nity that their company’s fertility program 
follows Virginia’s nutrient management
specifications that protect water quality.
TThheerree  iiss  nnoo  ccoosstt  ffoorr  tthhee  pprrooggrraamm..

HHooww  CCaann  YYoouu  PPaarrttiicciippaattee??
Contact the Virginia Department of
Conservation and Recreation and ask about
the Voluntary Water Quality Agreement
Program with lawn care companies:

Lawncare Company Recognition

DCR
Virginia Department of Conservation & Recreation
State Parks • Soil & Water Conservation • Natural Heritage

Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance • Land Conservation
Outdoor Recreation Planning • Dam Safety & Floodplains
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WATER QUALITY
AGREEMENTS with LAWNCARE COMPANIES
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The Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation

Urban Nutrient Management Program
203 Governor St., Suite 206
Richmond, Virginia 23219

(804) 786-1712



Your clients sign up for your service
because they want a healthy looking lawn
as part of an attractive and inviting 
landscape. But, apart from results, they
also consider professionalism and cost.
IInnccrreeaassiinnggllyy,,  cclliieennttss  llooookk  ffoorr  llaawwnn  ccaarree
sseerrvviicceess  tthhaatt  ccaann  pprroovviiddee  aann  aattttrraaccttiivvee,,
hheeaalltthhyy  llaawwnn  wwiitthhoouutt  hhaarrmmiinngg  tthhee
eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  aarroouunndd  iitt.. More and more 
of your potential clients are particularly
concerned about the effects excess
nutrients from lawn fertilizer can have 
on local water quality.

A recent survey in the Northern Virginia,
Southern Maryland area showed that 
about 16 percent of those persons 
surveyed used a lawn care service. When
asked about factors used in selecting a 
service, professionalism, price and track
record were leading responses. But a third
of those surveyed listed ““ccoonncceerrnn  ffoorr  tthhee  
eennvviirroonnmmeenntt””  as their top factor.

TThhee  nnuummbbeerr  ooff  ppootteennttiiaall  ccuussttoommeerrss  
ccoonncceerrnneedd  aabboouutt  ddeecclliinniinngg  wwaatteerr  qquuaalliittyy  
aassssoocciiaatteedd  wwiitthh  llaawwnn  ffeerrttiilliizzeerrss  iiss  lliikkeellyy  ttoo
iinnccrreeaassee  aass  ssttaattee  aanndd  ffeeddeerraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss
aanndd  nnoonnpprrooffiitt  ccoonnsseerrvvaattiioonn  ggrroouuppss  
ssttrreennggtthheenn  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  eedduuccaattee  rreessiiddeennttss
aabboouutt  tthhee  iissssuuee..

Water quality agreements, which are 
managed by the Virginia Department 
of Conservation and Recreation (DCR),
reduce the potential for such problems 
by providing lawn care services with the
opportunity to follow guidelines for a
healthy, green lawn and healthy, clean
waterways. Participation in the program 
can also give your business an edge when
potential clients consider signing up for
lawn care service.

NNiittrrooggeenn  ((NN)) and PPhhoosspphhoorruuss  ((PP)) are the two
main nutrients polluting the Chesapeake Bay 
and other Virginia waters. Nutrient runoff leads
to an overload of algae that cloud water and
cause aquatic plants to die. Oxygen in the water
also is depleted.

NNuuttrriieenntt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt is an important tool in
reducing the volume of N and P that enter
Virginia’s waters. A NNuuttrriieenntt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  PPllaann
covers the amount, placement and timing of
nutrients applied to lawns. The plan ensures 
that nutrients are efficiently used by the grass
and not lost to the environment.

Virginia’s WWaatteerr  QQuuaalliittyy  AAggrreeeemmeenntt  PPrrooggrraamm
is a vvoolluunnttaarryy effort by DCR and the lawn care
industry. The program promotes sound nutrient
management on turf.  The water quality agree-
ment lasts three years and can be canceled at
any time in writing by either party.

Lawn care companies that take part in the effort
agree to these NNuuttrriieenntt  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt  SSttaannddaarrddss::

[1 ] FFoorr  ccooooll  sseeaassoonn  ggrraassss,,  ffeerrttiilliizzeerr  aapppplliiccaattiioonn
bbeeggiinnss  nnoo  ssoooonneerr  tthhaann  ssiixx  wweeeekkss  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee
llaasstt  aavveerraaggee  ffrroosstt  ddaattee  iinn  sspprriinngg  aanndd  nnoo  llaatteerr
tthhaann  ssiixx  wweeeekkss  aafftteerr  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aavveerraaggee  ffrroosstt
ddaattee  iinn  ffaallll..

[2] WWiinntteerr  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  ooff  nniittrrooggeenn  sshhoouulldd  bbee
aavvooiiddeedd  bbuutt,,  iiff  nneecceessssaarryy,,  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  aa
ttoottaall  ooff  oonnee--hhaallff  ppoouunndd  ppeerr  11,,000000  ssqquuaarree
ffeeeett  ooff  wwaatteerr--ssoolluubbllee  nniittrrooggeenn  sshhoouulldd  bbee
aapppplliieedd  ttoo  ccooooll  sseeaassoonn  ggrraassss  dduurriinngg  wwiinntteerr..

[3] FFoorr  wwaarrmm  sseeaassoonn  ggrraassss,,  ffeerrttiilliizzeerr  aapppplliiccaattiioonn
bbeeggiinnss  nnoo  ssoooonneerr  tthhaann  tthhee  llaasstt  aavveerraaggee  ffrroosstt
ddaattee  iinn  sspprriinngg  aanndd  nnoo  llaatteerr  tthhaann  oonnee  mmoonntthh

pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  aavveerraaggee  ffrroosstt  ddaattee  iinn  ffaallll..
NNoo  ffeerrttiilliizzeerr  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aapppplliieedd  iinn  tthhee  wwiinn--
tteerr  oonn  wwaarrmm  sseeaassoonn  ggrraassss..

[4] AAppppllyy  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  11  ppoouunndd  ppeerr  11,,000000
ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett  ooff  wwaatteerr--ssoolluubbllee  nniittrrooggeenn  iinn  
aa  3300--ddaayy  ppeerriioodd..  HHiigghheerr  rraatteess  ccaann  bbee  uusseedd
ssoo  lloonngg  aass  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  11  ppoouunndd  ooff
wwaatteerr--ssoolluubbllee  nniittrrooggeenn  iiss  uusseedd..

[5] TThhee  ggrreeaatteesstt  aammoouunntt  ooff  nniittrrooggeenn  aapppplliieedd
aannnnuuaallllyy  rraannggeess  ffrroomm  33..55  ttoo  55..55  ppoouunnddss
ppeerr  11,,000000  ssqquuaarree  ffeeeett,,  ddeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  tthhee
aammoouunntt  ooff  wwaatteerr--ssoolluubbllee  nniittrrooggeenn  aapppplliieedd
aanndd  tthhee  ggrraassss  ssppeecciieess..

[6] PPhhoosspphhoorruuss  iiss  aapppplliieedd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ssooiill
tteessttss  ttaakkeenn  aatt  lleeaasstt  oonnccee  eevveerryy  tthhrreeee  yyeeaarrss..

Note: Nutrient management plans are customized for each
lawn care company’s fertility program. As long as the
program is compatible with DCR criteria, application 
schedule and fertilizer sources will vary based on a lawn
care company’s specific nutrient application program. 

Water Quality

Month Analysis
Rate

1,000/sq.
ft.

% Slow
Release

N

Slow
Release
N(WIN)

Water
Soluble
N(WS)

Total
N

Mar. 20 30-3-10 1.6 50% .25 .25 .5

May 20 30-3-10 1.7 50% .25 .25 .5

Sept. 5 28-5-10 1.8 40% .32 .48 .8

Oct. 10 28-10-10 2.8 40% .32 .48 .8

Nov. 15 30-5-10 3.3 50% .5 .5 1.0

Total N 45% 1.64 1.96 3.6

Nutrient Application Worksheet (Example)

CCooooll  SSeeaassoonn  LLaawwnn  FFeerrttiilliizzaattiioonn  RRaatteess  aanndd  TTiimmiinngg


